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Jeff Thomson was one of the fastest bowlers to have played Test cricket. With an unusual slinging action, and an aggressive approach, he was a fearsome sight to batsmen.   
Recently, the Aussie summer tradition of beach cricket turned professional. Jeff Thomson teamed up with Allan Border, Mark Waugh, Courtney Walsh and Curtly Ambrose, to participate in Beach Cricket, a Tri-nations tournament, fielding world cricketing greats from Australia, England and the West Indies. 

He debuted against Pakistan in 1972-73, but hampered by a broken bone in his foot was ineffective. Recalled in 1974-5, and forming a partnership with Dennis Lillee, he terrorised the England tourists with consistent spells of extreme fast bowling, taking 33 wickets in the series. His action put considerable stress on his body, particularly his right shoulder, and he was rarely fit enough to reach those peaks again. 

He adapted his methods, relying less on pure pace, and more on an excellent cutter, and seam and swing. He was always capable of unleashing a very fast bouncer that would skid and follow the batsman from only just short of a length. He remained with the Australian side when many left to join the Packer circus in 1977, and carried their attack through two series against England and India, but left to join WSC shortly afterwards. 

A capable fielder, and a lower order batsman who could hit, he was frequently heard on radio commentary during the 1997 Ashes series. (Muraari Vasudevan and Dave Liverman, 1998)
